A Closer Look at "Mother to Son"

This module has been written with the intent of implementation mid school year. This informational module
has been designed with four purposes in mind:

Deepen the students’ ability to analyze meanings of metaphors in poetry.

Develop a better understanding of how an author develops a theme through word choice.
Allow students to demonstrate their learning through an informational essay.

Address ELA grade level specific standards.
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During this module, students will focus on RL5.2, determining the theme of a poem using details in the text,
including how characters respond to challenges and how the narrator reflects upon a topic. It should be
noted that prior to this module, students will have had several instructional opportunities to learn about
theme. Reference will be made to this prior instruction. In addition, RL5.4 will be taught by reading
informational text about metaphors and actively participating in the close reading of Langston Hughes’ poem
Mother to Son, focusing on the use of metaphors in this poem. Both standards will be intentionally taught,
discussed and practiced in this module. Additional lessons will follow this module to allow students to
continue to practice and deepen their understanding of theme and figurative language. A post-assessment
will be given after this additional instruction.

During this module, students should have available a wide variety of poems and poetry anthologies for self-
selected reading times.

After note-taking and conversing with peers, students will write an informational essay discussing the
author’s use of metaphors as it relates to the comprehension of the theme of this poem. The teaching task
and rubrics will be reviewed daily to set a context/purpose for the day’s instruction. Scoring suggestions are
offered in Section 3 of this plan and could easily be translated into rubrics for formative assessment and/or
grading purposes.

Suggestions:

If Language Arts is taught within a block schedule, the Clusters of Preparing for the Task, Reading Process
and Transitioning to Writing could be taught during 5 periods of the Reading Block. The Writing Process
Cluster could be taught in 4 periods of the Writing Block.

o

Section 1: What Task?

Teaching Task

Task Template UE9 - Informational or Explanatory

What is the theme of the poem Mother to Son? After reading Mother to Son (and an informational text on
metaphors), write a/n essay for our class literary magazine in which you discuss how Langston Hughes’ use of
metaphors contributes to an understanding of the theme of this poem. Give several example/s from the poem
to support your discussion.
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Section 2: What Skills?

Preparing for the Task
1. TASK ANALYSIS: Ability to understand and explain the teaching task and rubric (SL5.1).

Reading Process

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT (ACTIVE READING, ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY AND NOTE
TAKING 1): Ability to: « read purposefully; accurately quote textual evidence to support explanation of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text (RI5.1); « determine the meaning of
grade 5 general and domain-specific words and phrases (RI5.4).

CLOSE READING USING TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTIONS (ACTIVE READING, ESSENTIAL
VOCABULARY AND NOTE TAKING 2): Ability to: « read purposefully; accurately quote textual
evidence to support explanation of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
(RL5.1); » determine the meaning of metaphors used in the poem (RL5.4);

CLOSE READING AND PARAPHRASING (ACTIVE READING, ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY AND
NOTE TAKING 3): Ability to: « read purposefully; accurately quote textual evidence to support
explanation of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text; analyze the theme
of a poem (RL5.1, RL5.2 and W5.9); « determine the meaning of words and phrases in each stanza,
focusing on figurative language used (RL5.4).

Transition to Writing

1. BRIDGING CONVERSATION TO WRITING : Ability to:  determine the theme of a poem by
discussing evidence and details from the poem, including how the narrator reflects on prior challenges
(RL5.2); « create text-based notes (RL5.1); » use notes to engage in a range of collaborative
conversations to: interpret the poem, sequence ideas logically using relevant and descriptive details to
support line of thought; use appropriate eye contact, speak clearly at an understandable pace (SL5.1,
SL5.4).

Writing Process

1. ESTABLISHING FOCUS : Ability to write a focus/thesis statement (W5.2).

2. PLANNING: Ability to develop a line of thought and text structure in which ideas are grouped logically
and appropriate to task, audience and purpose and relevant to completing informational/explanatory
writing (W5.4).

3. DEVELOPMENT 1: Ability to: » write an initial draft of an opening paragraph that introduces the topic
and provides a focus (W5.2); « link ideas within and across categories of information using words,
phrases, and clauses (W5.2); » use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (W5.2).

4. DEVELOPMENT 2: Ability to: « construct an initial draft of the body paragraphs which develops the
topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations and examples from print (W5.2, W5.8);
link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (W5.2); » use
precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (W5.2).

5. DEVELOPMENT 3: Ability to: « link ideas within and across categories of information using words,

phrases, and clauses (W5.2); « use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary (W5.2); « construct
an initial draft of a concluding statement or section related to the information presented (W5.2).
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6. REVISION : Ability to: « develop a clear and coherent line of thought which responds to the prompt
and maintains focus on developing all aspects of the task steadily throughout the piece (W5.4); « use
words, sentence patterns and knowledge of language to refine and strengthen the development of
informational/explanatory writing (W5.2, W5.5, W5.10).

7. EDITING: Ability to demonstrate command of conventions of standard English grammar and usage;
capitalization, punctuation and spelling when writing and speaking (L5.1, L5.2).
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