by Kathy Thiebes

Personal finance skills and knowledge are important for students to learn during
high school. There are three central Oregon State Standards addressed in the
module: explain the function of the stock market; compare and contrast different
options for long term investment; and identify and explain different opportunities
for investment and draw economic conclusions from market data.

In this module, students will take on the role of a recently hired stockbroker and
complete analysis of a publicly traded company of their choosing and evaluate the
risks and rewards of the investment. The end product is a report that identifies the
risks and rewards of investing in the company and advises the client as to whether
it is a good investment or not. The module begins with guided reading, research,
and analysis of the Walt Disney Company. By modeling and scaffolding the
research of one company as a class, students will be more prepared to research
their own selected company for the final product. Students will work in partners to
complete the research and write the report on their chosen company.

This module is the first in a series of 3 scaffolded modules taught in the
semester-long course. Students will keep all texts and their Research Notebook
(see resources) in a portfolio to help them stay organized and support the teacher
in providing efficient feedback.
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After researching articles and data on a publicly traded company , write a report for a client that
discusses the risks and rewards of investing in the company and evaluates its potential value as an
investment . Be sure to support your position with evidence from the texts.



*Ability to cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of secondary
sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a
whole (RH 11-12.1). *Ability to participate effectively in collaborative discussions (SL 11-12.1).

Ability to read purposefully and determine the central ideas of a
secondary source and provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among
the key details and ideas (RH 11-12.2).

Ability to navigate online stock market
resources available for research and understand how to identify appropriate sources (RH
11-12.7). *Ability to gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source
in terms of the specific task, purpose, and audience; integrate (WH 11-12.8).

Ability to read and determine central ideas of the text
and cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of the texts (RH 11-12.1,2) *Ability to
integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or solve a
problem (RH 11-12.7). *Ability to evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by
corroborating or challenging them with other information (RH 11-12.8).

Ability to integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and
secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among
sources (RH 11-12.9). *Ability to ... assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of
the specific task, purpose, and audience (WH 11-12.8).

*Ability to expiain the rubric and begin linking reading, notes, and
discussion to writing task (RH 11-12.1). *Ability to engage in meaningful discussion by posing and
responding to guiding questions and responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives. Synthesize
comments, claims and evidence made on all sides of an issue (SL 11-12. 1c/d).

Ability to establish a formal claim in response to the task, including a




recommendation to the client (WH 11-12.1).

Ability to create a logical organization of main points and evidence in an outline
format needed for a report (WH 11-12.1).

Ability to write arguments to support claims and address counterclaims in an
analysis of the topic/texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence (WH
11-12.1). *Ability to produce a clear and coherent report in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience (WH 11-12.4) *Ability to write routinely
over an extended time frame (WH 11-12.10).

Ability to develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach (WH 11-12.5).

Ability to submit final piece that meets expectations.



