
Writing Workshop: Peer Review with Warm and Cool Feedback  
(English) 

 
Your Name/ The Writer: _________________________  

Your Partner’s Name/ The Reader: ___________________________ 
 
Step 1: The Writer States Specifically What He/She Wants Feedback On 
Think about your writing goals and think about your writing weaknesses.  Specifically tell your reader which 
two of the Six Traits you’d like more feedback about. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2:  Sharing 
Exchange pieces and read each other’s work.  Readers will remember that they are reading for a specific 
purpose: to provide specific and worthwhile feedback for the writer.  Readers will take margin notes that will 
help them provide feedback.  Readers are not talking; they are silent and reading only. 
 
 
Step 3:  Reader’s Warm Feedback to Writer 
Readers, answer the questions below specifically and with evidence. 
 

1. Readers will provide warm feedback.  No compliments or praise, instead describe how the writer 
achieved the goals, using evidence to support your feedback.   

 
a. I can see that your goal was to prove…. (recognize the thesis and what the writer was trying to 

prove. If no thesis, ask: What did you want to prove in this essay? How did you come up with 
that idea?)) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. You did this by… (cite evidence from the piece) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. I thought this part of your piece was most effective because… (be specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 4:  Reader’s Cool Feedback to Writer 
Readers, answer the questions below with specific evidence. 
 

2. Then readers will provide cool feedback.  No criticism. You may not share your opinion. You may not 
tell the writer what to change, instead frame your cool feedback as a question that will help the 
writer think more about what they are trying to improve upon.  Use the attached rubric for helpful 
question ideas. 

 
a. Ask at least two specific questions that tune the writer into areas of disconnect, gaps, dilemmas, 

things they can improve upon, or other ‘weaknesses’.  Cite evidence or specific areas that 
make you ask these questions. 

 
i. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 

 
 
 
 
 
Step 5:  Writer’s Reflection 
Writers, read the warm and cool feedback from your listener.  Think about what you can do to improve this 
piece and answer the question below. 
 

3. After thinking about your listener’s feedback, thinking about your own piece, and looking over the 
rubrics, create some specific goals for improving this essay.   

 
i.  

 
 
 
 
 

ii.  
 



Writing Workshop: Peer Review with Warm and Cool Feedback 
(World History) 

 
Your Name/ The Writer: _________________________  

Your Partner’s Name/ The Reader: ___________________________ 
 
Step 1: You, The Writer, State Specifically What You Want Feedback On 
Look at your goals and think about your weaknesses.  Specifically tell your partner/the reader what you’d like 
more feedback about.  Pick one or two aspects of the AP World History Rubric for your focus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2:  Sharing 
Exchange pieces and read each other’s work silently.  Readers will remember that they are reading for a 
specific purpose: to provide specific and worthwhile feedback for the writer.  Readers will take margin notes 
that will help them provide feedback.  Readers are not talking; they are silent and reading only. 
 
 
Step 3:  Reader’s Warm Feedback to Writer 
Readers, answer the questions below specifically and with evidence. 
 

4. Readers will provide warm feedback.  No compliments or praise, instead describe how the writer 
achieved the goals, using evidence to support your feedback.   

 
a. I can see that your thesis was to prove…. (recognize the thesis and what the writer was trying to 

prove. If no thesis, ask: What did you want to prove in this essay? How did you come up with 
that idea?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. You did/didn’t do this by/because… (cite evidence of argument development from the essay) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. This part of your essay was/wasn’t effective because… (be specific) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Step 4:  Reader’s Cool Feedback to Writer 
Readers, answer the questions below with specific evidence. 
 

5. Then readers will provide cool feedback.  No criticism. You may not share your opinion. You may not 
tell the writer what to change, instead frame your cool feedback as a question that will help the 
writer think more about what they are trying to improve upon.  Use the rubric for helpful question 
ideas. 

 
a. Ask at least two specific questions that tune the writer into areas of disconnect, gaps, dilemmas, 

things they can improve upon, or other ‘weaknesses’.  Cite evidence or specific areas that 
make you ask these questions. 

 
i. 
 
 
 
 
 
ii. 

 
 
 
 
 
Step 5:  Sharing Feedback 
Take turns listening silently to feedback from your partner.  Do not justify your writing.  Just listen and think 
about the feedback. 
 
 
 
Step 6:  Writer’s Reflection 
Writers, read the warm and cool feedback from your listener.  Think about what you can do to improve this 
essay and answer the question below. 
 

6. After thinking about your listener’s feedback, thinking about your own essay, and looking over the 
rubric, create some specific revision goals for improving this essay.   

 
i.  

 
 
 
 
 

ii.  
 


