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Reread The Dinner Party with the guiding questions below to further deepen your understanding:

· What information does the author provide about the setting of this story?  (paragraph 1)
· What word is used to describe the American, letting the reader know that he is an expert on plants and animals?

· In paragraph 1, a young girl and a gentleman have a disagreement about women.  What was the girl’s claim about women?   
· In paragraph 2, the gentleman argues with the young girl.  What does the colonel say about the control that men and women each have?
· What words in paragraph 3 give the reader a hint that the hostess knows there is something very wrong?

· What clue leads the American to realize that there is a snake in the room?  (paragraph 5)

· How does the American figure out where the snake is?  (paragraph 5)

· Why does the American have the dinner guests freeze and count to 300? (paragraph 7)

· What does the American tell the guests to get them to not move?  (paragraph 7)

· In paragraph 9, the host tells the Colonel he was right about men having perfect control of their emotions in a time of crisis.  What just happened to make the host say that?

· How did the woman know there was a snake in the room?  What does this say about her self-control? (paragraph 11)
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Re-read The Dinner Party.  Paraphrase each of these phrases/sentences from the story.
 a spirited discussion (paragraph 1)
 women have outgrown the jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse-era (paragraph 1)
 While a man may feel like it, he has that ounce more of nerve control than a woman has.  (paragraph 2)
 bait for a snake (paragraph 5)
Understanding Word Choice – Nuances in Words:
In each line, you will see a word or phrase the author carefully chose to describe a character, the setting or an event.  Explain the meaning of the word in context. (Number in parenthesis indicates paragraph  to reference)
	contracting (3)

	

	with a start (5)

	

	commotion (6)

	

	stone images (8)

	

	exclaims (9)
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Analyze the character traits of both the American and hostess.  Provide text-dependent dialogue and incidents from the story that revealed these traits.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Close reading: The Dinner Party
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