My culture and writing task development

- Reading, Writing, and Social Studies
| ~ Jan. 14-18
- TASK: ;Z\Ffer Aresearchihg boOKS 6n India, China, and Mexicb, 1 can:

- Write g paper that describes and compares a Cuiture that T have
been learning about with my own culture using details ahd £acts.




. Monday, Jahuary 14, 2013

C I 1 can write an 0penmg Statement that mtroduces mY
topiC and sets a Clear pUrpose {-‘or my Daper )

" Input: Opening statement- In the space below, write your
opehing Statement that mtrod uces Your 'tOplC anhd pumose
fFor writing this paper.

N

Qutput: Create alpha boxes for your owh culture.

2




-

- Tuesday, January 15,2013

CLT: I caninClude information from my research on

- ahother culture ahd show how my culture is different.

~ INPUT: In whole group instruction, complete a T-Chart

comparing your Culture to the culture of your choice.
Lang na g e
_Chinao Me

QUTPUT: You will complete three T-Charts oh Your owh

Comparing ah aspect Of your culture to ahother culture
that we have researched L













~ Wednesday, January 16, 2013 - Thursaay,'january 7

CLT: Ican write 'my First draft, inCluding facts and

—deﬂmtnons from my research wheh Comparmg oy CultUre t0
. _anOther culture.

Wrntmg )’OUY First draFt: You will use the three T—charts
that You Created to write the first draft Of Your paper.
Each T-chart will be used for a different paragraph. You
Will have a total of three body paragraphs in Your paper.

" First paragraph topic: 4







Friday, Janhuary 18, 2013

CLT: 1 can write my first draft, inciuding facts and definitions frofm
-~y researCh when comparing my Culture to-another culture.

~ 3rd paragraph topic:




Concluding statement: - 3 [




T

Name of author

Did the writer:

e I
_,
(

Peer Revision

Name of Reviewer

1.

Use capital letters at the beginning of

proper nouns?

Yes
.. each sentence and at the beginning of |

No

. Use punctuation at end of sentences?

. Spell sight words correctly?

Stay on topic throughout the paper?

. Write events in sequential order?

Write 3 facts about culture chosen?

Compare their own culture to the one
chosen? '

Write a concluding statement?

What did the writer do well?

- 10. What do they need to work on?
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Book Pass

Book(s) Title

Interesting Facts

- Table 1:

| Mexico

Table 2:

China

Table 3:

India




Artifact Museum

To practice the craft of descriptive writing and connecting it to content, create
a Classroom Artifact Museum. An Artifact Museum in the classroom can be set
up near the Writing Workstation or a place designated for writing. The Artifact
Museum contains “things” that connect to the content being studied in Science,
Literature, Social Studies, Math, Art and anything that is being showcased in the
ciassroom that anchors understanding of a standard. For example, if students
are studying cultures, they would bring in things that are concrete to the
understanding of the culture. Studying the culture of China might include
chopsticks, a photograph or picture, a flag, etc. Once the artifact is brought in, it
is placed in the Artifact Museum. Teachers then assign a student or pair of
students to describe the artifact on an index card and how it connects to the
subject being taught.

Students can bring in artifacts from home to initially practice the craft. For
example, students usually have access to basic things around their apartment,
home or school that can launch the practice. These artifacts might include
rocks, tree cookies (cross sections of a tree or branch that show tree rings),
leaves and types of feathers from birds. If students bring these artifacts in
themselves, it helps them “own” the museum and write for a purpose.

To connect to other standards, try adding a Speaking and Listening standard
where a student or students take time to talk about their artifact. A possibility
would be a Listening Center where the artifact is music. Students write to
describe the music. Bundiing the reading standards can be done by placing text
with the artifact. Vocabulary Acquistion can be embedded in the form of a
content word wall, displayed with the Artifact Museum. Bundling possibilities are
limitless and should be intentionally planned.

Remember, the purpose of the Artifact Museum in the classroom, is to get kids
writing!!! This is not something that is necessarily published, but eventually
could be in the form of a Classroom Book. We want our students writing, writing,
writing! The more they practice a craft consistently, meaning daily, the more
confident they will be!
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Inside Outside Circle: Kagan Strategy

Steps for the Strategy

1.

2.

Students pair up. The class forms two circles with Partner A on the Inside
of the Circle and Partner B on the outside. Partners face each other.

The teacher can act as a facilitator posing a question. With older students
the questions might be asked by the students themselves. Partner A
shares his or her answer with Partner B. Then Partner B shares his or her
answer with Partner A.

. Direct either the inside or the outside circle to rotate clockwise or counter

clockwise.
Once the students have rotated, they have a new partner and steps 2 and
3 are repeated. |

Management Tips

1.

w N

Alternate the way for forming circles. Students can create one large
circle, they pair up, one partner moves to the inside, partners face each
other.

Standing inside the circle allows for better teacher management.
Students can demonstrate they are finished discussing by both turning to
face the teacher in the center.

Questions or discussion topics should not require paper or pencil answer.
Short answer or higher level thinking skills should be asked.

. This can also be a time of reflective thinking. Asking students to reflect

with one another on what they are thinking, have learned or next steps
can be beneficial in this type of engagement strategy.

Teachers can provide two different types of cards which contain the
question (instead of being asked by the teacher) — one set for the inside
circle and one set for the outside circle.

Social Skills

1.

@ P

o

Think Speaking and Listening Standards. Students should practice giving
their partner appropriate responses.

Giving and accepting praise is a plus with this engagement strategy.
Being able to give and accept constructive criticism is something that is
repeatedly practiced with this strategy of engagement.

Active listening is practiced and appropriate noise levels are enforced.

. Coaching skills begin to develop, along with intentional engagement.
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November 7, 2012

Dear Parents,

The second grade team is very excited to be starting a social studies unit on the
cultures of Mexico, China, and India. The students have already learned that culture is the
customs, beliefs, and traditions of a group of people. This can include holiday celebrations,
other celebrations, sports, clothing, and food. At the end of our study on Mexico, China, and
India the students will choose one of these cultures and compare it to their own culture. We
need your help to make the paper a success. Please talk with your child about the different
customs, beliefs, and traditions in your family. Please help the student pick one artifact to
share with the class that represents your famiiy’ s culture. Some examples might include: a

flag, pictures from a Holiday celebration, recipe of foods you eat, or a sport jersey. Please

send the artifact in by so they may have a turn sharing with the

class. Thank you for your help.

Second Grade Team




