Probable Passage:  U.S. Weighs Spy Changes
a before reading strategy

Directions: Classify the following vocabulary words as you feel they may fit into the following categories.  Make your best guess if you just don’t know.

Word List:       








protections
     
assuage

    suspicion 

nuclear proliferation        debate
   
query 


    priorities 

administration

terrorism

create a precedent
    secrecy

negotiate


quell
     
communication
    reassess

amendment


intelligence
     
domestic

    monitoring
foreign


protests
     Rights of Citizens
             Government Action                       Role of NSA
   

   Concerns for the 

        Governmental

Protection of Citizens

         Responsibility




What connections can you make between any of the categories shown? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you want to discover as you read?

______________________________________________________________________________

Probable Passage

· a before reading activity

· Builds background knowledge of vocabulary or concepts in a passage

· Activates prior knowledge

Overview: 

Given vocabulary words from a reading text, students classify the words fitting them into categories selected by the teacher.  You can also use phrases, instead of content vocabulary words.  Teachers usually decide categories in the beginning, but may have students begin to come up with the categories later.  This classification helps students gain knowledge of the vocabulary or concepts of a reading passage before they begin reading. 

Materials:

Probable passage sheets for every student or pair

Transparency of probable passage

Preparation:

· Read the passage.  Decide your purpose.  What do you want to get most from reading the passage?

· Decide if you will use vocabulary words or phrases.  This depends upon which will most provide students the best background knowledge to understand the reading passage and your content.

· Choose the categories and 2 – 3 vocabulary words/phrases that fit into each category.  Limit the words/phrases to 12 to 15.  Be careful not to select too many words that are unfamiliar to students.  Frustration will result if students have no idea about too many words.  Try to create a balance between new words and words with which students have some familiarity. 

· Decide how you will have students respond:  a gist statement (a gist of what you think the passage is about), a prediction, or an essential question.

· Fill in data on master to create student handout: word/phrase list, label boxes with categories, and list response task. 

Reading Activity:

1.  Provide students handout.

2.  Say: You will be reading a passage soon, but first we want to become familiar with the  

     vocabulary in the passage.

Before Reading

3.  Introduce students to the topic with class discussion, questioning, having students make 

     inferences or connections about the topic.  

4.  Students follow directions on the handout by classifying the words/phrases into the categories 

     provided.  Review/Clarify the categories before students begin working.  You may have 

     students work individually or with partners.  

5.  After ample time for students to work, review the handout, showing students the correct 

     placement of words/phrases into each category.  Discuss the concepts for each category as   

     you review.  Students may disagree with the category you chose.  Allow them to share their 

     reasons for fitting words into other categories.  If the reason is valid and fits with the overall 

     concept of the passage, you may allow them to keep the word in that category as well, but tell     

     them to also write it in the category you chose.  Explain your reasoning.  If their reason is not  

     valid, explain to them why the word will not fit into the category they have chosen.  

6. Ask students to write their responses to the questions at the bottom of the page.

During Reading

7.  As students read the passage, return to the vocabulary words/phrases or key concepts shared 

     in the previous activity to clarify understanding.  

After Reading

8.  Return to what students wanted to discover as they read the passage.  Discuss.  Also ask students how doing this activity before they read helped them understand the passage better.

Assessment:

· Informally while monitoring students group discussions and while sharing classifications – do students understand why the words/phrases were classified as discussed, are they able to place words in the correct classification, do they make connections between the probable passage activity and the text. 

· Individually by collecting probable passage sheets. 











































