
Scan this card for resources you can use to: 

• refine policies to advance powerful  
visions for professional learning; 

• plan, implement, and evaluate a  
comprehensive professional development 
infrastructure; 

• align teacher and leader knowledge  
and skills with Common Core standards  
and assessments; 

• leverage and account for professional  
learning resources and time; and

• design a coherent strategy for building  
relationships with external assistance  
providers.

1Mizell, H. (2010, Oct). “Implementing common standards requires a real 
commitment to learning.” JSD 31(5),11.

rofessional learning is key to successful  
implementation of Common Core State  
Standards and forthcoming assessments for  
increased student achievement.

Common Core standards and new assessments  
create higher expectations for every student to  
graduate from high school ready for college or career. 
But, for new standards and assessments to produce 
intended outcomes, “states, school systems, and schools 
must engage educators in deep learning to transform 
teaching and learning.”1 

To meet the promise of new standards and assess-
ments, state and district education leaders must trans-
form professional learning to prepare and support 
teachers, teacher leaders, and school administrators 
for full implementation so that every student succeeds. 
Leaders can apply lessons and tools from a multi-state 
demonstration project led by Learning Forward with 
support from Sandler Foundation, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, and MetLife Foundation. 

P

Transforming Professional Learning
KEY TO RESOURCES TO IMPROVE TEACHER PRACTICE 

AND RESULTS FOR ALL STUDENTS



Meet the Promise of Content Standards: Professional Learning Required
Examine the research underlying the role of professional learning in implement-
ing new standards, assessments and educator effectiveness systems. Begin to 
understand what new kinds of professional learning look like in practice, and  
be able to explain the rationale for an investment in professional learning. 
www.learningforward.org/docs/pdf/read-the-brief-%28pdf%29.pdf 

Comprehensive Professional Learning System: A Workbook for  
States and Districts 
Design a comprehensive professional learning system that supports  
educator effectiveness and increased student achievement. 
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
comprehensive-professional-learning-system.pdf

Professional Learning Plans: A Workbook for States, Districts, and Schools 
Develop short- and long-term professional learning plans to implement, evaluate,  
and sustain systems of professional learning. 
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/professional-
learning-plans.pdf?sfvrsn=2

Professional Learning Policy Review: A Workbook for States and Districts
Conduct either a formal or informal analysis of existing policies  
(legislation, regulation, guidance, administrative guideline, etc.) related  
to professional learning. 
www.learningforward.org/docs/commoncore/
professionallearningpolicyreview.pdf

Meet the Promise of Content Standards: Investing in  
Professional Learning
Understand how to invest time, funding, technology, materials, and staff  
in professional learning.
www.learningforward.org/docs/pdf/meetpromiseinvesting.pdf

www.learningforward.org   •   800-727-7288 

Your key to Learning Forward resources
for transforming professional learning to implement 
college- and career-ready standards and new assessments 
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Learning Forward collaborated with the Kentucky  
Department of Education in a seven-state professional 
learning research and demonstration initiative,  
Transforming Professional Learning to Prepare  
College‐ and Career‐ready Students: Implementing  
the Common Core. With the Council of Chief State  

Meet the Promise of Content Standards: The Role of  
Comprehensive Induction  
Improve mentoring and induction to develop capacity of novice teachers to 
share collective responsibility with their peers to increase student achievement.
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
the-role-of-comprehensive-induction.pdf

Professional Learning Initiative Analysis: A Workbook for  
States and Districts  
Conduct an inventory, review, and analysis of existing practices and  
investments in professional learning to improve efficiency and effectiveness.
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
professional-learning-initiative-analysis.pdf

Meet the Promise of Content Standards: The Role of Third-Party Providers  
Strengthen skills of state, district, and school administrators and leaders  
to develop productive relationships with third-party professional learning  
services providers in the state. 
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
the-role-of-third-party-providers.pdf

Meet the Promise of Content Standards: The Role of  
Technology for Teacher and Student Learning
Understand how teachers use technology to implement Common Core,  
increase their instructional effectiveness, and support student learning.
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
the-role-of-technology-for-teacher-and-student-learning.pdf

Meet the Promise of Content Standards: Tapping Technology   
for Professional Learning 
Guide district administrators, principals, teachers, and teacher leaders in the 
selection and use of technology within a system of professional learning.  
Access relevant content, refine instruction, and monitor continuous progress.
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
tpltappingtechnology.pdf

www.learningforward.org   •   800-727-7288 

School Officers, National Governors’ Association,  
National Association of State Boards of Education,  
and American Association of Colleges of Teacher  
Education, Learning Forward designed these  
resources to improve professional learning policy  
and practice across the school system. 
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Web Resources for Implementing Common Core Standards
Locate resources to support understanding and implementation of  
Common Core standards. 
www.learningforward.org/publications/implementing-common-core 

Standards Assessment Inventory 2
Guide administrators and leaders in measuring the quality of professional 
learning practices as defined by Standards for Professional Learning and  
make improvements. Additional resources only for SAI 2 users help refine  
professional learning after administering the inventory. 
www.learningforward.org/standards/standards-assessment-inventory-sai 

Meet the Promise of Content Standards: The Principal
Guide principals in implementing Common Core standards by ensuring 
they have support in key areas of school leadership.
www.learningforward.org/docs/commoncore/meet-
promiseprincipal.pdf

Establishing Time for Professional Learning
Redesign the school-day schedule to provide time for collaborative,  
job-embedded professional learning necessary to mobilize and sustain 
implementation of Common Core standards and assessments.
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
establishing-time-for-professional-learning.pdf 

School-based Professional Learning for Implementing the Common Core
Build the capacity of district and school administrators and teacher  
leaders to lead effective collaborative professional learning to implement 
Common Core standards.
www.learningforward.org/publications/implementing-common-core/
professional-learning-units

Guiding District Implementation of Common Core State Standards: 
Innovation Configuration Maps
Assess and guide district leaders in their core responsibilities to support 
deep implementation of Common Core standards and educator  
effectiveness systems. 
www.learningforward.org/docs/default-source/commoncore/
kyccss_icmaps.pdf  

www.learningforward.org   •   800-727-7288 

Learning Forward 
504 S. Locust St.  
Oxford, OH 45056

513-523-6029  
800-727-7288
Fax: 513-523-0638

E-mail: office@learningforward.org
www.learningforward.org
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